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whose professional career spans more than five decades. Trained as an electrical engineer, he
completed his MTech at the Indian Institute of Technology in 1973 and subsequently made
significant contributions to the automotive domain through pioneering work in sensors,
actuators and control systems. Products designed or architected by him have been
manufactured in millions of units and continue to operate on vehicles worldwide, reflecting a
professional ethos grounded in rigour, clarity and first-principles thinking.

Following leadership roles at Tata Motors and Cummins, Tilak spent the last thirty years
working as an independent consultant and systems architect. In this capacity, he applied
systems engineering methods to complex industrial, organisational and societal problems.
Parallel to his professional work, he has consistently devoted his personal time—across
evenings, weekends and later decades—to mentoring young graduates in engineering,
mathematics, science and the humanities, guided by the conviction that conceptual clarity is
among the most valuable legacies an elder can offer.

In this reflective phase of life, Tilak has turned increasingly towards his longstanding
philosophical concerns. His inquiry is centred on two foundational questions: the nature of
existence and the nature of consciousness. He approaches both not as matters of belief, but as
systemic and explanatory challenges. Identifying as an agnostic, he regards intellectual
humility before the unknown as a prerequisite for genuine understanding.

He holds that consciousness will ultimately be understood not through speculation alone, but
through the design and observation of cognitive agents capable of learning, autonomy and
moral orientation. This position has led him to explore the idea of composite agents—human
and artificial—and to examine the ethical, epistemic and civilisational implications of their co-
evolution. Pragma-Sophy represents the synthesis of these engineering, philosophical and
educational commitments, developed over a decade of disciplined inquiry.
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